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All  seemed  to  me  good  men  without  offence — 
A  little  crazed,— but  who  is  wholly  sane? 
They  went  about  and  cured  the  sick  and  halt, 
And  gave  away  their  money  to  the  poor, 
And  all  their  talk  was  charity  and  peace. 
Of  Christus  thought,  and  said  he  was  a  god, 
'  Twas  harmless  madness,  not  deserving  death. 
What  most  aroused  the  wealthy  Rabbi's  rage 
Was  that  he  set  the  poor  against  the  rich, 
And  cried  that  rich  men  all  would  go  to  hell, 
And,   worst   of  all,  roundly   denounced  the 
priests, 

With  all  their  rich  phylacteries  and  robes,— 
Said  they  were  hypocrites   who  made  long 
prayers  . 
And  robbed  poor  widows  and  devoured  then- 
means, 

And  were  at  best  but  whited  sepulchres  : 
And  this  it  was  that  brought  him  to  the  Cross. 
Those  who  went  with  him  and  believed  in  him 
Were  mostly  dull,  uneducated  men, 
Simple  and  honest,  dazed  by  what  he  did, 
And  misconceiving  every  word  he  said. 
He  led  them  with  him  in  a  spell-bound  awe, 
And  all  his  cures  they  called  miraculous. 
They  followed  him   like   sheep  where'er 
went, 

With  feelings  mixed  of  wonder,  fear,  and  love. 
Yes!  1  suppose  they  loved  him,  though  they 
fled 

Stricken  with  fear  when  we  arrested  him." 


he 


LINCOLN'S  BIRTHPLACE. 

As  there  has  been  some  doubt  and  consider- 
able speculation  as  to  the  birthplace  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  we  submit  to  the  public  the  facts 
we  have  gathered,  which,  we  think,  fixes  Wash- 
ington County  as  the  place  where  he  was  born. 
In  the  fall  of  1790,  eight  families,  while  emigra- 
ting from  North  Carolina  to  the  inhospitable 
wilds  of  Kentucky,  were  attacked  by  the  In- 
dians twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  south-east  of 
Crab  Orchard.  Mrs.  Naomi  Mitchell,  one  of 
the  party,  was  tomahawked  in  the  fight,  and 
died  soon  afterwards  from  her  wound.  Her  son 
was  also  tomahawked,  but  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  his  wound.  Her  daughter,  Sarah 
Mitchell,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  time  by  the 
Indians  and  remained  a  prisoner  for  rive  years, 
until  Wayne's  treaty  with  the  Indians  in  1795, 
at  Greenville,  O.,  under  the  stipulations  of 
which  treaty  she  was  restored  to  her  friends. 
Miss  Mitchell,  who  married  a  Mr.  Thompson, 
was  the  mother  of  Mr.  Mitchell  Thompson,  who 
is  now  living  and  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of 
Washington  County,  and  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  facts  contained  in  this  article. 
President  Lincoln's  paternal  grandfather  was 


killed  by  the  Indians  on  Lincoln's  Run,  in  this 
county,  five  miles  northwest  of  Springfield.  We 
have  no  further  data  as  to  his  death  than  that 
he  was  killed  two  days  before  the  change  in  this 
country  of  the  old  English  law  of  descent, 
giving  to  the  eldest  son  all  the  landed  estate 
of  his  ancestor.  Mordecai  was  the  oldest  son 
of  President  Lincoln's  grandfather,  and  under 
the  law  inherited  all  his  father's  landed  estate 
in  Kentucky.  Mordecai  Lincoln  represented 
Washington  County  one  term  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Mordecai,  Thomas,  and  Abe  were  the 
uncles  of  President  Lincoln.  President  Lin- 
coln's mother's  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Hanks; 
his  father's  name  was  Thomas  Lincoln  ;  they 
were  married  in  Washington  County  on  the  23d 
day  of  September,  1806,  as  shown  by  the  mar- 
riage bond  and  certificate  given  below.  Rich- 
ard Berry,  Sr.,  the  father  of  Richard  Berry, 
whose  name  appears  on  the  bond,  raised  Nancy 
Hanks.  Nancy  Hanks's  mother  was  a  Shipley, 
and  the  wife  of  Richard  Berry  was  a  Shipley. 
Hence  the  guardianship.  They  came  origin- 
ally from  North  Carolina,  where  they  lived  on 
the  Catawba  River  in  that  State.  Miss  Sarah 
S.  Mitchell,  the  person  mentioned  as  having 
been  captured  by  the  Indians,  after  her  restora- 
tion, lived  with  Miss  Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother 
of  President  Lincoln,  at  the  home  of"  Richard 
Berry,  Sr.,  from  1795  to  1799,  when  she  married 
Mr.  Thompson,  the  lather  of  Mr.  Mitchell 
Thompson,  who  relates  these  facts  to  us.  The 
following  is  a  certified  copy  of  the  bond  and 
marriage  certificate  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  the 
father  of  the  President,  and  Nancy  Hanks,  now 
on  record  in  the  County  Clerk's  office  of  Wash- 
ington County: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Richard  Berry,  are  held  and  firmly  bound 
unto  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  in  the 
just  and  full  sum  of  £k,0  current  money,  to  the  payment, 
of  which  well  and  truly  to  be  made  to  the  said  Governor 
and  his  successors,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  etc., 
jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed 
with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  tenth  day  of  June,  1806. 
The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that 
whereas  there  is  a  marriage  shortly  intended  between  the 
above  bound  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks,  for 
which  a  license  has  issued,  now,  if  there  be  no  lawful 
cause  to  obstruct  the  said  marriage,  then  this  obligation 
to  be  void  or  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue  in 

law.  _ 

Thomas  Lincoln, 
[seal.  ]  Richard  Berry. 

Witness  :  John  H.  Parrott. 

Copy  attest:  W.  F.  Booker,  Clerk,  Washington. 
County  Court. 

I  certify  that  on  the  23d  of  September,  1806,  I  solem- 
nized the  rights  of  matrimony  between  Thomas  Lincoln, 
and  Nancy  Hanks.  Jesse  Head,  D.M.E.C. 

Copy  attest :  W.  F.  Booker,  Clerk. 

Tradition  here  says  that  President  Lincoln. 


(WW 

286  Kenneth  Road 
Glendale,  California 
Mar.  24,  1931 


Mr  Louis  A.  Warren 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  regret  that  we  have  "been  slow  in  answering  your  inquiry 
and  assure  you  that  it  was  not  from  any  lack  of  interest.    We  were 
hoping  to  be  able  to  see  the  family  tree  of  Rev.  Cornelius  Yager 
a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a  grand-son  here  in  Glendale. 
Mr  Yager  began  his  search  on  the  family  tree  in  the  late  Sixties 
and  made  a  trip  back:  to  Kentucky  about  1870  or  a  little  earlier. 
We  have  some  of  his  correspondence  while  on  that  trip.     His  search 
of  family  history  was  made  to  establish  the  claim  to  a  large  estate 
in  Germany.    His  search  was  a  very  eMhaustive  one  that  covered  all 
the  branches  of  the  ancestry,  including  the  Berry  and  Shipley  families. 
At  the  early  date  of  his  search  there  were  many  people  living  who 
gave  him  first  hand  information  of  the  ancestry.     The  letters  we 
have  were  written  by  him  to  his  cousin  Elizabeth  Euing  Berry  Watts, 
the  grandmother  of  Mrs  Mary  a.  Hays  Moutrey  who  is  dictating  this 
letter. 

I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  a  write  up  we  composed  recently 
for  a  Lincoln  Day  address.     Some  of  the  information  there  was  gleaned 
from  Ida  M.  Tarbells  writings  and  some  from  Henry  Watterson's  and 
some  came  to  me  from  conversations  with  my  elders. 

This  I  know  from  family  tradition-  Richard  Berry  Sr.  m 
Margaret  Shipley  who  was  a  sister  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln's  mother. 
They  took  little  Nancy  to  live  with  them  when  she  was  left  an 
orphan  but  she  later  went  to  live  in  the  home  of  Richard  Berry  Jr. 
whose  wife  was  "Polly"  Euing  Berry.     In  their  home  Nancy  helped 
with  the  care  of  the  children  and  the  general  family  duties  and 
was  like  a  sister  to  their  daughter  Elizabeth  Euing  Berry  who 
married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Yocum  and  after  his  death  married 
John  S.  Watts  about  1835.     Their  migration  from  Ky.  to  Mo.  in  1840 
and  from  M0.  to  Calif,  in  the  gold  rush  days  is  told  in  the 
accompanying  sheet. 

I  will  send  you  a  clipping  from  a  Mo.  paper  about  the 
death  of  Robert  Mitchell  Berry  who  was  the  youngest  brother  of 
Elizabeth  Euing  Berry  Watts  and  therefore  the  youngest  son  of 
Richard  Berry  Jr.  mentioned  above.  This  write  up  was  printed  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1913  or  1914.  Two  of  Robert's  sons  still 
live  in  Callaway  Co.  Mo.  and  a  daughter,  Mrs  Blades  lives  in 
Montgomery  City  Mo. 

There  was  a  Richard  Berry  the  third  whose  first  wife  I 
do  not  know  by  name  but  his  second  wife  was  Rebecca  Hamilton.  I  do 
not  know  a  Rachel  Berry    but  I  do  know  that  "Polly"  was  a  nickname 
that  was  often  used  for  Mary.    Mr  Yager's  family  tree  would  likely 
give  the  true  names.     It  might  be  possible  to  get  a  photostatic 
copy  of  that  tree. 


Yours  Truly  ^aA^  £ VtW^ 


Richard  Berry  married  Margaret  Shipley  who  was  a  sister  of 
Nancy  Shipley  whose  marriage  to  Joseph  Hanks,  then  in  Virginia, 
later  gave  to  the  world  a  daughter  Nancy  Hanks  who  was  destined 
to  become  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Joseph  Hanks  and  Richard  Berry  moved  westward  with  their 
families  about  1789.     The  Berry  family  settled  in  Washington  Co. 
Ky.  and  Joseph  Hanks  bought  160  acres  in  Nelson  Co. a  little 
further  west  and  near  Elizabethtown,  Xy.    After  four  years  of 
home  making  in  the  wilderness,  Joseph  Hanks  died  in  1793.  The 
county  records  show  that  his  will  was  probatedMay  14,  1793,  and 
by  this  will  he  bequeathed  property  to  his  eight  living  children, 
the  youngest  of  whom  he  mentions  as  "my  daughter  Nancy".  Mrs 
Hanks  died  soon  after  her  husband  and  little  Nancy,  then  nine  years 
old,  went  to  live  with  her  Uncle  and  Aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Berry.     Their  son  Richard  Berry  II  and  his  wife  "Polly"  Euing  Berry 
later  took  Nancy  Hanks  into  their  home  where  she  helped  with  the 
family  duties  and  was  treated  as  a  daughter.     Their  own  eldest 
daughter  was  Elizabeth  Euing  Berry  who  was  eleven  years  younger 
than  Nancy,  and  tho  cousins  they  loved  each  other  as  sisters. 

Elizabeth  was  12  years  of  age  when  Nancy  was  married  to 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  she  remembered  well  the  occasion  of  the  wedding. 
It  was  her  father  Richard  Berry  II  who  with  Thomas  Lincoln  signed 
the  marriage  bond  to  the  extent  of  50  pounds  required  by  the  laws 
of  -y.     The  wedding  was  celebrated  as  became  prosperous  country 
folk,  by  an  "infare"to  which  the  neighbors  were  bidden. 

The  bond  of  sisterly  love  bound  these  two  women  thru  life 
and  thus  it  was  that  Elizabeth  Euing  Berry  Watts  came  to  have  as 
keepsakes  of  her  cousin  Nancy,  the  yard  stick  and  weaving  patterns 
that  had  been  used  by  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

Mrs  Elizabeth  -^uing  Watts  and  her  husband  John  S«  Watts  left 
Ky.  in  1840  and  came  to  Missouri.     In  1849  he  followed  the  gold 
rush  to  California  and  when  his  wife  and  son  followed  him  in  1852, 
she  left  the  yard  stick  and  weaving  patterns  in  the  care  of  her 
daughter,  Margaret  J.  Watts,  whom  she  gave  in  marriage  to  Jpton  Hays. 

During  the  Civil  War  the  family  home  of  Col.  Upton  Hays  was 
three  times  sacked  and  burned.     But  for  the  fact  that  the  family 
keepsakes  left  Mrs  Hays  by  her  mother,  had  been  securely  hidden  out 
in  the  woods,  they  too  would  have  been  lost.      Col.  Upton  Hays,  who 
was  a  great-grand- son  of  Daniel  Boone,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Neutonia,  Mo.      Thus  widowed  and  left  with  four  small  children, 
Mrs  Hays  brought  her  family  to  California  in  1872  and  joined  her 
mother,  Mrs  Elizabeth  Watts  then  living  in  Mariposa  County,  Calif. 
Mrs  Hays  brought  with  her  the  treasured  keep-sakes  entrusted  her  by 
her  mother,  and  thus  the  yard  stick  and  weaving  patterns  from  the 
industrious  fingers  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  are  still  preserved  in 
our  midst  today,  and  loaned  for  display  by  the  grand-daughters  of 
Mrs  Elizabeth  Euing  Berry  Watts,  namely- 


Mrs  Elfleda  apperson,  of  Mariposa,  Calif. 
Mrs  Jenny  ¥pton  Whiteside,  of  Lemoore,  Calif. 
Mrs  Mary  Elizabeth  Moutrey.of  Glendale,  Calif. 


signed- 


( daughter  of  Mary  E«  Moutrey) 


tubman, 


Number  16  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  October,  1939 


THE  RICHARD  BERRY  FAMILY 

INCLUDING  A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE 
GUARDIAN  OF  NANCY  HANKS 


The  story  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln, 
Abraham  Lincoln's  mother,  cannot  be 
told  without  giving  the  Berry  family 
of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Ken- 
tucky a  very  prominent  place  in  the 
narrative.  With  these  kinsmen  she 
spent  her  early  years,  and  one  of  them 
became  her  guardian.  In  a  Berry 
home  in  Washington  County,  Ken- 
tucky, she  was  married. 

Pioneer  Families 

The  earliest  positive  information 
we  have  about  the  pioneer  Richard 
Berry  and  the  families  with  which 
the  Berrys  intermarried  is  found  in 
the  public  records  of  Lunenburg 
County,  Virginia.  At  the  July  1750 
term  of  the  county  court,  William 
Caldwell  was  directed  to  make  a  list 
of  the  heads  of  families  then  living  on 
Little  Roanoke  River  and  "up  the 
Fork."  Among  the  three  hundred 
names  returned  were  those  of  Rich- 


ard Berry,  Robert  Shipley,  Robert 
Mitchell,  and  Thomas  Mitchell. 

The  division  of  Lunenburg  County 
in  1754  caused  the  Little  Roanoke 
River  community  to  fall  within  the 
limits  of  the  newly  organized  Bedford 
County.  In  the  county  records  of  Bed- 
ford are  the  names  of  the  Little  Roa- 
noke inhabitants  named  above  and  as- 
sociated with  them  are  the  Hankses, 
Prewitts,  Sturmans,  Stiths,  and  the 
Brumfields;  all  of  these  families  in- 
termarried. 

About  1770  there  was  a  migration 
of  Roanoke  River  families  to  Meck- 
lenberg  County,  North  Carolina,  and 
members  of  the  Berry,  Shipley,  Mit- 
chell, Prewitt,  and  Hanks  families 
are  found  in  a  group  along  either  side 
of  the  Catawba  River.  Here  also  the 
Sloan  and  McCord  families  were  lo- 
cated and  intermarried  with  the  new- 
comers from  Virginia. 

From  evidence  now  available  it 
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would  appear  as  if  the  pioneer  Rich- 
ard Berry  accompanied  his  kinsman 
Robert  Shipley  and  others  to  North 
Carolina.  There  is  some  confusion  in 
the  names  Berry  and  Barry  in  Meck- 
lenberg  County,  but  it  is  likely  that 
Richard  Berry  from  Virginia  was  a 
resident  of  the  county  at  one  time. 
There  was,  however,  a  Richard  Berry 
back  in  the  Roanoke  country  in  Vir- 
ginia who  sold  his  land  in  1780. 

As  early  as  October  20, 1779,  Rich- 
ard Berry  was  issued  a  land  warrant, 
number  1432,  and  on  May  22,  1780, 
by  virtue  of  this  warrant,  he  entered 
six  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Beech  Fork  to  include 
Thomas  Denton's  camp  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  miles  west  of  Harrodsburg 
in  the  Kentucky  country.  The  land 
was  then  in  Jefferson  County,  Vir- 
ginia, but  state  and  county  boundary 
changes  later  placed  it  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Kentucky.  The  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  were  not  surveyed 
until  March  22, 1784. 

On  a  later  land  warrant,  number 
5997,  Richard  Berry  had  entered  on 
Doctor's  Fork  in  Lincoln  County, 
later  Mercer  County,  but  a  few  miles 
from  the  other  property,  a  tract  of 
two  hundred  acres.  This  land  he  had 
surveyed  as  early  as  May  5,  1781, 
and  it  is  here  that  he  probably  settled 
when  first  coming  to  Kentucky.  His 
oldest  son,  John  Berry,  evidently  oc- 
cupied this  property  after  the  pioneer 
Richard  had  moved  to  the  Beech 
Fork  land.* 

In  1792  pioneer  Richard  Berry 
listed  two  slaves,  ten  horses,  and 
thirty-four  cattle  for  taxation.  On 
August  1,  1793,  he  joined  with  his 

♦John  may  have  been  a  brother  of  Richard 
but  is  usually  listed  as  a  son. 


wife  Rachel  in  selling  to  their  son-in- 
law,  James  Brumfield,  who  had  mar- 
ried Joanna  Berry,  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  on  Beech  Fork.  Both  Richard 
and  his  wife  signed  their  names  to  the 
document. 

Richard  and  Rachel  Berry  had 
eight  children,  John,  Joanna,  Sarah, 
Rachel,  Richard,  Jr.,  Francis,  Jane, 
and  Edward.  John  died  in  1795; 
Joanna,  the  oldest  daughter,  married 
James  Brumfield  and  the  Brumfields' 
third  child,  William  Brumfield,  mar- 
ried Ann  Lincoln,  sister  of  Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  the  President;  of 
Sarah  Berry  we  have  no  record; 
Rachel  married  Thomas  Pitman; 
Richard,  Jr.  who  married  Polly  Ewing 
became  the  guardian  of  Nancy  Hanks ; 
Francis  married  Elizabeth  Brazelton ; 
Jane  married  Daniel  Mitchell;  and 
Edward  married  Polly  Brazelton. 

Squire  Mitchell  Thompson,  an  old 
resident  of  Washington  County,  tes- 
tified in  1895  that  "In  the  Richard 
and  Rachel  Shipley  Berry  home,  room 
was  made  for  Lucy  Hanks  ...  she 
married  a  man  whose  name  she  took 
while  in  Virginia  and  Nancy  Hanks 
the  mother  of  President  Lincoln  was 
the  offspring."  If  Mr.  Thompson,  a 
grandson  of  another  Shipley  sister, 
Naomi  Shipley  Mitchell,  is  correct, 
it  is  likely  that  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
lived  with  her  Uncle  and  Aunt  Berry 
or  other  members  of  the  Berry  family 
during  her  early  Kentucky  residence 
and  up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
Richard  Berry's  wife  Rachel  was,  be- 
fore her  marriage,  Rachel  Shipley, 
daughter  of  Robert  Shipley.  She  was 
a  sister  of  Lucy  Shipley  Hanks, 
grandmother  of  the  President. 
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The  Pioneer's  Estate 

The  pioneer  Richard  Berry  prob- 
ably passed  away  in  1798.  Although 
his  will  was  signed  in  August  1797, 
it  was  not  entered  for  probate  until 
December  4,  1798.  His  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death  is  not  known,  but  he  was 
over  twenty-one  in  1754  so  he  must 
have  been  at  least  sixty-five  and  prob- 
ably several  years  older  than  that 
when  he  passed  away.  His  will  was 
witnessed  by  William  Brumfield,  a 
brother-in-law  of  Lincoln's  father, 
and  one  of  the  appraisers  of  his  es- 
tate was  Mordecai  Lincoln,  an  own 
brother  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of 
the  President.  The  will  and  apprais- 
al copied  from  the  original  docu- 
ments in  the  Washington  County 
court  house  follow: 

Richard  Berry  Will 
In  the  name  of  God  amen,  this 
19  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1797  I  Richard  Berry  of  the 
state  of  Kentucky  and  County  of 
Washington  now  in  my  propper 
sences  and  mind  do  make  this  my 
last  will  and  testament  viz — I  give 
to  my  sons  Richard  and  Francis 
Berry  each  a  tract  of  land  as  it  is 
laid  off  by  Archibald  Bilbo  which 
they  have  improved.  Also  I  give  to 
my  son  Francis  a  good  feather  bed 
and  furniture  and  ten  pounds.  Also 
I  give  to  my  son  Edward  his  mare 
and  saddle  and  cow  and  rifle  gun 
and  my  negro  boy  called  Fill  and  a 
good  feather  bed  and  furniture  and 
a  big  plow  and  tacklin.  I  also  give 
to  my  beloved  wife  Rachel  Berry 
the  mare  Cold  Pleasure  and  a  good 
saddle  and  a  bed  and  furniture 
forever  to  dispose  of  as  she  sees 
cause  and  I  leave  to  her  my  planta- 
tion I  now  live  on  and  all  the  rest 


of  my  estate  during  her  life  and 
after  her  death  I  give  the  said  plan- 
tation to  my  son  Edward  Berry 
forever  and  then  an  equal  division 
to  be  made  between  my  seven 
children  Joanna,  Sarah,  Rachel, 
Richard,  Frances,  Jane  and  Ed- 
ward of  the  rest  of  the  property. 
Also  I  authorize  my  son  Richard 
Berry  to  make  sale  of  a  tract  of 
land  on  Doctor's  fork  in  Mercer 
County  for  use  and  benefit  of  John 
Berry's  two  children.  I  appoint 
Richard  Berry  and  Francis  Berry  to 
be  executors  of  this  my  last  will 
and  testament.  In  will  whereof  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
fixed  my  seal  this  nineteenth  day  of 
August  1797. 

Richard  Berry 

Acknowledged  in  the  presence  of 
James  Ryan,  Richard  Berry,  Wil- 
liam Brumfield. 

Entered  for  probate  Dec.  4,  1798 
Richard  Berry  Estate 


Appraisers — John  N.  Laughlin, 
George  Huss,  William  Southern, 
Mordecai  Lincoln. 

1  negro  woman  Nan  60    0  0 

1      "     girl  Hannah   60     0  0 

1  horse  Blue  skin  18 

1      "    Lofty  17 

1  Sorrel  filly  Rosy  15 

1  Bay  colt  2  yrs  11 

1  Bay  mare  Cherriot  6 

1  black  cow   2  10 

1  red  cow  3 

brindle  cow  &  calf  3 

red  steer  2  14 

red  steer  2  8 

red  and  brindle  steer_  2  8 
1  steer   1  7 
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3  year-old  steers, 
black,  1  white  


2  red  year-old  heiffers_ 

1  red  &  white  steer  

1  feather  bed  &  furni- 
ture   

2  old  spinning  wheels  

1  old  check  reel  

1  old  chest  


1  pair  stilyards  

1  table    &    7  chairs 

(chears)   

1  cubboard    &  earthen 

ware   

1  old  rifel  

3  old  basons,  ten  plates 
2  old  dishes  

4  weeding  hoes,  3  bells, 
2  axes  


1  19 


2  old  pots  &  dutch  oven, 
large  kettles,  3  pairs 
of  hooks  3 


229    7  0 


The  eight  hundred  acres  of  land 
which  the  pioneer  Berry  had  entered 
in  Kentucky,  two  hundred  on  Doctor's 
Fork  and  six  hundred  on  Beech  Fork, 
were  disposed  of  as  follows:  the  Doc- 
tor's Fork  land  to  the  oldest  son  John, 
two  hundred  acres  on  Beech  Fork  to 
the  oldest  daughter  Joanna  and  her 
husband  James  Brumfield,  and  the  re- 
maining four  hundred  acres  on  Beech 
Fork  equally  divided  between  the 
three  remaining  sons,  Richard,  Fran- 
cis, and  Edward. 

The  name  of  the  widow,  Rachel 
Berry,  appears  on  the  tax  lists  of 
Washington  County  following  her 
husband's  death,  but  by  the  year  1804 
she,  too,  must  have  passed  away. 

The  Berry-Lincoln  Community 

A  year  before  the  senior  Richard 
Berry  died,  the  men  living  in  the 
Beech  Fork  community  signed  a  pe- 
tition for  the  discontinuance  of  an 
old  road  no  longer  used.  This  docu- 
ment presents  the  most  complete  list 
of  names  of  those  living  in  the  Berry- 
Lincoln  community  which  we  have 
thus  far  discovered,  and  one  of  the 
last  references  to  Richard  Berry,  Sr. 

"Pet.  to  Discontinue  the  road 
from  the  Beechfork  to  Chaplins 
fork  1796  Feby  Discontd 

"To  the  worshipfull  court  of 
Washington  County: 

"The  petition  of  great  part  of 
the  district  destined  to  work  on  the 
road  leading  from  the  Beechfork  to 
Chaplains  fork;  of  which  Richard 
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Berry  Jr.  is  now  overseer,  humbly 
sheweth — that  your  petitioners 
having  duly  considered  said  road 
do  not  conceive  the  same  to  be  use- 
full  either  to  them  selves  or  the 
publick  in  ger  ^ral  any  further 
than  for  a  bridle  way,  it  being  sel- 
dom (if  ever)  traviled  by  wag- 
gons since  it  was  opened.  "We  there- 
fore pray  your  worships  will  take 
it  into  consideration  and  discon- 
tinue the  present  order  for  keeping 
it  in  repair  as  it  is  already  suf- 
ficiently cleared  for  a  bridle  way, 
— And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  pray  &c. 

Richard  Berry 
John  Montgomery 
James  Kirkpatrick 
James  Neely 
James  Ryan 
Frederick  Arnold 
Wm  Elliott 
John  Wood 
Francis  Berry 
Josiah  Lincoln 
Thomas  Lincoln 
James  McLaughlin 
Frances  McLaughlin 
John  McLaughlin  Jr. 
John  McLaughlin  Sr 
James  Packton 
D  Head 
John  Head 
Bigger  Head 
Isaac  Brazelton 
Bigger  Head  Jr. 
William  Head 
Henry  Head 
William  Brazelton 
Richard  Danforth 


Christian  Wineman 
Jeremia  Shackelford 
Daniel  Mitchell 
John  Davis 
Peter  Adams 
Doddridge  Thomson 
Richard  Berry  Sen. 
Edward  Berry 
Reaves  Thomson 
John  Alvey 
James  Marshall 
Mordecai  Lincoln" 

By  the  time  this  petition  was  cir- 
culated, the  second  generation  of 
Berrys  and  Lincolns  was  beginning 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Beech  Fork  community,  and  at 
least  one-third  of  the  men  whose 
names  are  on  this  petition  were  re- 
lated. 

The  Lincoln  and  Berry  families, 
however,  reached  a  much  wider 
circle  of  relatives  than  those  living 
in  the  immediate  Beech  Fork  com- 
munity. In  the  following  road  pe- 
tition an  excellent  list  of  these  con- 
temporaries is  found: 

"Petition  for  a  Road  from  Fer- 
guson's Mill  to  Mercer  County  Line 

"To  the  worshippful  court  of 
Washington  county  we  your  peti- 
tioners humbly  sheweth  that  there 
is  a  necessity  for  a  road  opened 
from  Ferguson's  Mill  on  the  Beech 
Fork  to  cross  the  same  fork  at 
George  Husses  and  to  continue  the 
same  until  it  strikes  the  county  line 
on  the  best  and  nearest  direction  to 
Danville  that  the  county  will  ad- 
mit of  as  to  intersect  with  the  main 
road  leading  from  Bardstown  to 
Danville  with  the  county  line 
which  ever  is  found  to  be  the  best 
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way.  There  being  a  road  opened 
from  Ferguson's  Mill  to  intersect 
with  the  main  road  from  Bards- 
town  to  the  salt  works  therefore 
we  seeing  the  great  benefit  of  this 
road  will  be  to  the  county  in  gen- 
eral and  the  difficulty  we  labor  un- 
der for  want  of  this  road.  We  hope 
your  worships  will  order  the  said 
review  to  be  made  and  we  in  duty 
bound  will  ever  pray. 

George  Reed 
Jno  Barlow 
Daniel  Michel 
Abraham  Rounder 
James  Neely 
John  Funk 
Thomas  Lowery 
Bigger  Head 
John  Thompson 
Lewis  Wimars 
Joseph  Scammahorn 
Jacob  Scammahorn 
James  Ryan 
John  Hill 
Frederick  Reaves 
Daniel  Crumes 
Jno  Hilton 
Benj.  Wilkinson 
John  Sutherland 
Leonard  Hendrickson 
Richd.  Brumfield 
Joseph  McBride 
Thomas  Mudd 
Samuel  D.  Ware 
Francis  Mudd 
Thomas  Kelling 
Wm.  Depew 
Robert  Hardin 
Edward  Browner 
Jno  Hardin 
James  Keeling 
Alexander  McDonald 
George  Taylor 
Anthony  Hanly 
Robert  McCray 


John  Dean 
Thomas  Pollmar 
John  Devore 
Benj  amine  Wanvator 
Francis  Berry 
Thomas  Baris 
Obediah  Cheton 
Ruben  Cheton 
William  Merideth 
John  Lewis 
Randy  Slack 
Adam  Row 
George  Huss 
John  Davis 
John  Hall 
Robert  Brumfield 
Baty  Hardin 
John  Caldwell 
Richard  Berry 
Daniel  Mock 
Doddridge  Thomson 
John  Shackelford 
William  Shackelford 
Jeremiah  Shackelford 
Mordecai  Lincoln 
James  McDonald 
Richard  McDonald 
John  Ewing 
Peter  Adams 
William  McEntire 
Jacob  Wells 
John  Short 
Balaam  Jones 
John  Abney 
Robert  Dunn 
Colman  Galahan 
Christopher  Barlow" 

Francis  Berry 

There  seems  to  be  considerable 
proof  that  it  was  in  the  Francis  Berry 
home  that  Nancy  Hanks  was  married 
to  Thomas  Lincoln  on  June  12,  1806, 
although  a  cabin  situated  on  the  Rich- 
ard Berry,  Jr.  tract  has  more  often 
been  associated  with  the  marriage. 
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On  February  6,  1804,  Francis  Berry 
attended  a  sale  in  Washington  Coun- 
ty and  purchased  the  only  book  of- 
fered, a  dictionary,  for  which  he  paid 
the  sum  of  sixteen  shillings.  This  was 
a  good  price  indeed  to  pay  for  a  single 
book.  There  is  every  evidence  that 
the  Francis  Berry  home  was  a  home 
of  refinement,  and  there  seems  to  be 
no  member  of  the  Berry,  Shipley,  or 
Lincoln  families  who  could  not  write 
his  name. 

The  home  was  also  a  substantial 
one,  a  two  story  structure  with  a  kit- 
chen annex.  If  Nancy  went  to  live  in 
this  home  in  1804,  she  certainly 
found  an  interesting  family.  There 
were  three  children,  Richard  who  was 
four  years  old,  Mary  H.  three  years 
old,  and  the  one  year  old  Rachel  Ship- 
ley who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  her 
grandmother  Berry. 

A  boy  named  Isaac  was  born  in 
1806,  the  year  that  Nancy  Hanks 
married  Thomas  Lincoln.  Two  years 
later  another  daughter  was  born  to 
Francis  and  Elizabeth  Berry  and  she 
was  named  Nancy.  There  can  be  but 
little  doubt  but  that  this  girl  was 
named  for  the  mother  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

One  other  child  was  born  to  the 
Berrys  in  1810,  and  Elizabeth  Brazel- 
ton  Berry  named  this  daughter  Eliza- 
beth after  herself.  Francis  Berry  died 
on  March  17,  1835,  and  his  wife  fol- 
lowed him  on  April  3,  1848. 

Edward  Berry 
The  three  sons  of  Richard  Berry, 
Richard,  Jr.,  Francis,  and  Edward, 
shared  equally  in  the  division  of  the 
four  hundred  acre  tract  of  land  which 
remained  after  two  hundred  acres  had 
been  sold  to  Brumfield  off  of  the  or- 
iginal six  hundred  acre  survey.  The 


pioneer  Berry's  will  indicates  that 
both  Richard,  Jr.,  and  Francis  had 
improved  their  133  acre  tracts,  or  in 
other  words  constructed  dwellings 
upon  their  property.  The  homestead 
which  came  to  Edward  after  his 
mother's  death  was  already  improved. 

It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  year 
1804  there  were  three  farms  adjoin- 
ing, occupied  by  three  brothers.  It  is 
difficult  to  ascertain  just  how  long 
Nancy  Hanks  lived  in  these  Berry 
homes  and  just  where  she  lived  but 
most  likely  she  was  in  the  old  pio- 
neer Berry  home  with  her  uncle  and 
aunt  until  they  passed  away.  If 
Nancy's  mother,  Lucy,  went  to  live 
with  her  sister,  Rachel  Berry,  upon 
coming  to  Kentucky,  it  is  thought  that 
Nancy  remained  with  her  Aunt  Ra- 
chel after  Lucy  married  Henry  Spar- 
row in  1790. 

The  widow  of  the  pioneer  survived 
her  husband  about  six  years,  and  she 
evidently  lived  in  the  old  homestead 
until  her  death  in  1804.  When  she 
passed  away  and  her  unmarried  son 
Edward  came  into  possession  of  the 
place,  it  is  said  that  Nancy  moved 
into  the  home  of  one  of  her  married 
cousins. 

Edward,  the  youngest  son,  did  not 
marry  until  1808  when  he  chose  as 
his  bride  Mary  or  Polly  Brazelton. 
Two  years  before  he  had  listed  for 
taxation  five  slaves  which  were  prob- 
ably the  property  of  the  Widow  Berry 
estate.  It  is  very  likely  that  with  slave 
labor  in  the  home,  Nancy  Hanks  had 
few  menial  tasks  to  do  while  with  her 
aunt  and  cousin  Edward. 

Edward  Berry  was  active  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  on  September  18  was 
enrolled  as  a  captain  of  a  Washing- 
ton County  company  and  assigned  to 
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the  2nd  Regiment  Kentucky  Mounted 
Militia.  On  November  10,  1814,  Cap- 
tain Berry  recruited  a  second  com- 
pany which  was  assigned  to  the  Ken- 
tucky Detached  Militia  commanded 
by  Lt.  Col.  Gabriel  Slaughter. 

There  were  six  children  in  the  fam- 
ily of  Edward  and  Polly  Berry,  the 
older  son  named  for  grandfather 
Richard  and  two  other  boys,  Edward 
and  William.  The  three  daughters 
were  Mary  Ann  Mitchell,  Naomi  Red- 
ding, and  Amanda  Buckley.  Captain 
Berry  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Missouri 
later  in  life,  but  his  will,  dated  July 
11,  1843,  was  probated  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Kentucky,  on  October  23, 
1843. 

Richard  Berry,  Jr. 
It  is  the  oldest  of  the  three  sons 
of  the  pioneer  Berry  with  whom  we 
are  chiefly  concerned,  because  he  be- 
came the  guardian  of  Nancy  Hanks 
and  so  signed  her  marriage  bond.  He 
was  named  Richard,  Jr.  for  his  father. 

Richard  Berry,  Jr.  was  married  to 
Polly  Ewing  on  October  10,  1795, 
by  the  Reverend  John  Rice.  The  mar- 
riage was  recorded  in  Mercer  County, 
adjacent  to  Washington,  so  it  is  evi- 
dent the  bride  lived  in  that  county. 
Archibald  Bilbo  signed  a  certificate 
that  Polly  Ewing  was  above  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  There  is  a  possibil- 
ity that  she  may  have  been  a  widow 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage  although 
no  evidence  is  available  to  support 
the  theory  with  the  exception  that  a 
man  of  another  name  signed  the  cer- 
tificate that  she  was  of  age. 

The  fact  that  Richard,  Jr.  was  the 
oldest  son  of  Pioneer  Richard  placed 
him  in  a  position  to  serve  as  a  guar- 
dian to  Nancy,  and  although  there 


has  been  some  attempt  to  explain 
away  his  name  on  the  bond  as  a  mere 
bystander  at  the  time,  still  Nancy 
was  a  cousin  and  in  need  of  a  family 
representative  to  sign  the  bond.  If 
he  were  not  the  guardian  it  would  not 
have  been  likely  he  would  have  so 
signed  on  a  legal  paper. 

Richard  Berry,  Jr.  became  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Washington  County 
as  is  evident  from  his  appointment 
as  constable,  viewer  of  roads,  ap- 
praiser of  estates,  and  leader  in  many 
pioneer  enterprises.  He  is  constantly 
thrown  in  contact  with  Mordecai, 
Josiah,  and  Thomas  Lincoln. 

There  is  also  a  tradition  extant  that 
Nancy  Hanks  lived  with  Richard  Ber- 
ry for  a  while.  A  descendant  of  his 
passing  away  in  Missouri  in  1913  was 
eulogized  in  an  obituary,  and  in  the 
notice  may  be  found  these  words: 

"Richard  Berry  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable wealth  and  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Kentucky  reared  Nancy 
Hanks." 

Richard  Berry,  Jr.  passed  away 
some  time  previous  to  August  20, 
1829,  and  when  his  heirs  sold  some 
land  to  George  Clements,  the  widow 
and  the  following  children  were 
named  on  the  deed:  Mariah,  wife  of 
Mr.  T.  C.  Brown;  Margaret,  wife  of 
R.  P.  Wright;  Louise,  wife  of  W.  W. 
Hundley;  Richard,  Gustavus,  Wil- 
liam, and  Martha. 

The  appraisers  of  Richard  Berry's 
estate  listed  9  slaves,  14  head  of  cat- 
tle, 2  yoke  of  oxen,  18  head  of  sheep, 
22  head  of  hogs,  6  head  of  horses, 
and  a  mule.  The  miscellaneous  items 
are  too  many  to  list  but  they  included 
6  bedsteads,  2  flax  wheels,  1  bookcase, 
2  bureaus,  3  tables,  10  chairs  and  1 
yankee  clock. 
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Leslie  praises  Fulton 


by  Emma  Leslie 

It  was  a  clear  Autumn 
day,  October  16,  1975. 
•The  wind  was  brisk,  but 
the  sunshine  warming.  I 
drove  northeast  of  Jef- 
ferson City  on  highway  54 
to  Fulton.  Missouri. 

It  was  a  beautiful  drive, 
as  the  Autumn  colors 
blended  their  way  across 
the  wooded  areas. 

Arriving  in  Fulton,  I 
was  to  meet  Mrs.  John 
(Lillian)  LaMar.  She  had 
replied  to  my  ad,  sear- 
ching for  the  burial  plot  of 
the  great-great-great 
,iandparents,  Richard 
and  Mary  (Polly  Ewing) 
Berry.  In  her  letter  she 
had  revealed  her  identity 
to  the  Berrys  as  a  great- 
great  granddaughter.  Her 
great  grandfather  was 
Edward  G.  Berry,  a 
brother  to  my  great-great 
grandmother,  Nancy 
(Berry)  Johnston.  fl^l 

Nancy  Berry  wasj  born 
October  17,  in 
Washington  County, 
Kentucky.  She  was 
married  to  John  Wells 
Johnston,  of  Virginia,  on 
Sept.  23.  1821  in  Missouri. 
They  were  early  settlers  in 
Miller  County  and  there 
spent  the  greater  part  of 
their  married  life  and 
reared  their  large  family 
of  eleven  children.  Their 
desecendants  are  great  in 
number. 

Not  only  was  it  a 
pleasure  to  meet 
Lillian,, bug     also  her 


husband,  whose  grand- 
father, John  Maloney,  at 
one  time  owned  the  Berry 
farm,  in  the  Garden 
Prairie  community. 
Lillian's  first  cousin  and 
also  a  distant  cousin  of 
mine,  Paul  Boone,  joined 
us  and  with  their  vast 
amount  of  knowledge  and 
history  of  the  Berry 
family,  made  my  trip  most 
enjoyable. 

In  the  early  part  of  the 
afternoon,  we  visited  the 
small  cemetery 
surrounded  by  an  iron 
fence.  Even  though,  I 
grew  up  on  my  grand- 
fathers farm  in  Miller 
County,  it  had  been  a 
good  number  of  years 
since  I  had  climbed  over  a 
barb-wire  fence,  but  I  was 
still  able  to  master  the  art 
and  walked  several  yards 
to  this  small  plot  of 
ground.  Here  were  several 
stones  marking  graves  of 
several  members  of  the 
Berry  family. 

It  was  here  at  this  quiet 
little  cemetery  I  let  my 
memory  go  back  to  the 
recorded  record  of 
Richard  Berry.  He  was 
born  Sept.  2,  1769  in 
Virginia  to  Richard  Berry 
Sr.  and  Rachel  (Shipley) 
Berry.  He  was  married  to 
Mary  (Polly)  Ewing  on 
Oct.  22,  1794  in  Mercer 
Co.  Kentucky  most  of 
their  children  were  born 
in  Kentucky.  They  moved 
to  Missouri  in  1820, 
settling  in  St.  Charles  Co. 


and  after  three  years 
moved  to  Callaway  Co., 
where  they  homesteaded 
land,  on  which  this 
cemetery  is  located.  John 
Quincy  Adams  signed  this 
land  grant. 

Mr.  Berry  was  a  first 
cousin  of  Nancy  Hanks, 
their  mothers  were  sisters. 
As  it  is  recorded  in  "the 
Lincoln  Kinsman"  by  Dr. 
Louis  A.  Warren,  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation, 
he  was  appointed  her 
legal  guardian  and  signed 
the  marriage  bond  of 
Nancy  Hanks  and  Thomas 
Lincoln.  They  were 
married  in  the  Berry 
home  in  Kentucky,  by  the 
Rev.  Jesse  Head. 

It  was  impossible  to 
crowd  all  this  activity  into 
one  afternoon  so,  I  was 
graciously  invited  to 
spend  the  evening  and 
night  with  Lillian  and 
John  LaMar  and  I  ac- 
cepted. 

I  was  driven  around  the 
community  of  Garden 
Prairie  where  the 
boundaries  of  the  Richard 
Berry  farm  was.  It  has 
since  been  divided  into 
smaller    farms.    On  the 

sight  where  the  large 
Berry  home  once  stood, 
there  now  stands  a 
handsome  two  story 
home. 

Later,  we  returned  to 
the  LaMar  home  and 
found  it  also  to  be  built  on 
history  and  very  well 
preserved.  Our  evening 
wa:  spent  in  sharing 
p^tures,  articles,  notes 
and  discussions  of  family 
records.  It  made  me  feel  I 
had  missed  out  on  a  great 
part  of  family  history  by 
not  being  reared  in 
Callaway  County. 

Since  we  have  no 
choice  of  our  relatives 
and  ancestory,  we  ,  must 


are  and  be  glad  we  had  a 
touch  of  the  past  history 
and  made  new  friends  on 
that  short  visit  to  Fulton, 
Missouri. 

And  so  it  was,  on  Friday 
morning,  October  17, 
1975,  1  waved  goodbye  to 
Lillian  and  John  LaMar 
and  made  that  beautiful 
drive  on  highway  54  back 
to  Jefferson  City  and  on  to 
Miller  County,  which,  I 
still  call  home. 


Holly  Hill,  Friendship,  Md .  207^8 
Dec.   17,  1978. 


Dear  Mr.  Neely, 

Many  thanks  for  sending  m§  the  article  on  the  Richard 
Berry  family  from  The  Lincoln  Kinsman  of  October  1939. 

I  teelieve,  however,  that  its  treatment  of  Richard  Berry 
jr.  on  page  8  is  wildly  inaccurate,  m  believe  it  is  well 
established  that  Richard  Berry  jr.  moved  to  Missouri  and 
left  descendants  there,  and  that  the  Richard  Berry  whose 
children  are  listed  in  the  next-to-last  paragraph  on  pa  ge  8 
was  an  entirely  different  person,  and  probably  of  an  unrela- 
ted family. 

It  is  this  Sichard  Berry  in  whom  I  am  interested.  I 
believe  it  reasonably  clear  that  he  was  the  son  of  Richard 
and  Sarah  (Dorsey)  Berry,  of  Montgomery  County,  Maryland, 
and  that  he  came  to  Kentucky  between  l8l0  and  1817. 


Yours  sincerely, 


Brice  M.  Clagett 


